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Social Issue Memo

To:   Seventh Grade Students at FJHS
From:  Office of Governor Asa Hutchinson
Because of your awareness of social issues facing today’s teenagers, you have been selected by the Governor’s Adolescence Social Issue Task Force to present a persuasive opinion on one side of a relevant social issue which affects adolescents in your county and state today. 

You will use current information to identify a social issue and will research its effect on adolescents.  You will help the Governor understand which side of the issue is most important and will be responsible for interviewing a representative from government or social agencies on this concern.  You may conduct face-to-face interviews or use technology (email or phone) to make contact.  

Finally, you will prepare a persuasive letter of your findings and provide recommendations to representatives of the Governor’s Adolescence Social Issue Task Force.  These representatives will evaluate your findings and recommendations and use your opinions to help Governor Hutchinson formulate a plan for addressing these needs in future legislative sessions.
Specific requirements:

· Business letter format  (will be shown in class)
· Research one of the following subcategories in the Bentonville Library Database “Issues and Controversies” to find a specific topic to write in favor for or against. These social issues also connect to The House on Mango Street text:

· Civil rights/minority rights

· Educational policy

· Family, pregnancy, children

· Housing/homelessness

· Immigration issues

· Poverty

· Racial profiling

· Women’s rights

· You must use FOUR reliable sources in your argumentative letter to the task force. Three can be internet sources; one must be an interview.
· You must set up a phone, email, or in-person interview with a social agency, police officer, counselor, non-profit agency, etc. to ask meaningful questions about this social issue and its effects on our county and state.  This will be a graded assignment and count as 1 of 4 sources.

· You must include citations for research data and a works cited page to your letter. 

· Your letter will have an introduction, at least three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. You must address logical and researched facts about your position on this social issue and address the opponent’s views with several examples of a concession/rebuttal.

· You will turn in two copies of the letter and an addressed and stamped envelope to mail one letter to Governor Hutchinson

· Length should be approximately 2 pages single-spaced typed (business letter format) with an additional page of sources which need MLA format.
Due Dates:
Topic/claim statement due 





Tuesday, April 28

*must list a specific social issue in a pro/con statement of position
Research days 






Tuesday, April 28










Tuesday, May 5

Three sources/annotated bibliography due to be turned in

Friday, May 8

Interview must be completed/reflection form turned in

Friday, May 15

Rough draft of letter (typed) due for revision activity

Friday, May 22

Final draft due (50 pts unassisted)




Wednesday, May 27
